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SOUTHERN HUNTINGDON COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER

P.O. BOX 40 :
ORBISONIA, PA. 17243

Telephone: (814)447-5556 Fax: (814)447-5682

March 9,2009

Joseph Gallagher, Kr., D.O.
Chairman, Osteopathic Board of Medicine
P.O. Box 2649
Harrisburg, PA. 17105-2649

Dear Doctor Gallagher:

I am writing on the proposed regulations for delegated prescriptive authority for
Physician Assistants working under the supervision of the osteopathic physician. We are
asking the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine to support this published language for
delegated prescribing.

Physician Assistants have been safely prescribing medicines funder the supervision of
allopathic physicians for years and osteopathic physicians should be given the same
ability to delegate prescriptive authority. All physician assistants have to work under
supervision to ensure patient safety and access to care will be improved because the PAs
who are currently supervised by DOs will be able to practice to the full extent of their
training.

Osteopathic Physicians may be more likely to hire a PA if they are given prescriptive
authority. This will in turn avoid waiting times, increased availability of appointments,
acid allow the physician time to focus on complicated cases and dedicate his/her time
where needed. Hospitals may by more likely to hire Osteopathic Physicians if they are
able to supervise PAs with delegated prescriptive authority.
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I ask for your support in the delegating prescriptive authority for Physician Assistants
working under a supervised Osteopathic Physician. Thank you.

Sincen

Gary V. Wertman,DO.

Cc: PSPA
Mark DeSantis, PA-C
Chairman, Governmental Affairs
P.O. Box 128
Greensburg, PA. 15601

Governor Edward Rendell
225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA. 17120

Commissioner, Bureau of Professional
P.O. Box 2649

Harrisburg, PA. 17105-2649
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